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I. POLICY
All personneal operat*ng departmant vehicles shall exercisz due
regard for the safzty of all persons. No task, call, or incident

justifies disrecard of public safaty. Further the public expects
its police officers to desmonstrate saxemplary driving behavior.
All department jersonnsl vho operats oclics veshicles will comply
with safe driving osrocadurzs oubtlinaed harsin with particularx
attention to rasponding to calils for ssecvice or 2ngaging ia
sursuits. Zamersency warning <¢svicas shall be a@iniazlly usad
consistant with both lagzl raguirsments znd the safzty of the

suplic and asolics Jerzonasli.
AINTIelUsM STANDARD: 1

II: PURBOSZD

To westanlish :rocndu-na solica

3 jovaraing ths coparation o
vahicles, with specizal attention to =smerg s 2

I1I. DEFINITIOIIS: -

A. Hormal or routine driving:
vehiclse speed consistent with the normal £low of traffic,
opedienca to veshicla laws and postad signs, adherance Lo
comnonly-undarstood "rulas of the rcad" and courtsasy.

That driving wnich dictates

B. Pursuit driviny: That driving concarazd with ths pursuit
and asorzhnansion of a violstor or wviolators in 2 motor vshicle.
Fursuits ara co using smergency 2Culismenc,
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IV. PROCEDURES FOR ALL RESPONSES:

A. General:
1. All depanmental vehicles will be driven safely and pmptrlv in full compliance
with all traffic laws and regulations. Police vehicles are conspicuous symbols of
authority on the strests and the actions of police drivers are observed by many.
Each police driver must se: an example of good driving behavior and habits.
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2. Vehicles used in routine or general patrol service will be those that are
conspicuously marked. Conspicuous marking increases safety, serves as a
warning to potential violators, and provides citizens with a fesling of security.

O e e

4. Standard lighting equipment on marked vehicles may include but is not limited
to, hazardous warning lights, spotlights, alley (side) lights, and a rooftop light bar.
Alley lights and spotlights may be used when the vehicle is stationary or moving
and shall not be used in a manner which will bl or interfere with the vision of
operators of other approaching vehigles, unless deadly force is warrantad.
5. Seat belts and shoulder straps Wil be womn by all police personnel or ride-
alongs during normal vehicle operation. Prisoners shall be strapped in with sear
belts whenever possible. An officer may disengage their seatbelt upon:
2. Approach to any scene of an incident or service call where the police
officer believes a rapid departure from the vehicle may be required. Seat

belts will be wom any time the vehicle is being operated under
emergency conditions.

C. Inspecrion:
1. Officers shall perform a daily vehicle inspection to check the cleanliness,
Nd general operability of equipment, and fluid levels (oil. brake fluid, gas) of their
&, assigned vehicles.

2. Officers shall examine their vehicies ar the beginning and end of their shifts for
damage. Officers shall report any damage immediately io the officer in charge.
3. Officers shall examine their vehicles at the beginning and end of their shifts o
search for evidence, contraband, or property discarded by prisoners or others.
4. If, in the opinion of the chief of police, vehicle damage resulted from abuse or
neglect caused by an officer, disciplinary action may resuit.

D. Driving rules:
1. Circumstances permitting, the driver shall check the safety features of his
vehicle before commencing operation. The check should include (but not be
limited to) all lights, brakes, siren, horn, and steering,
2. No driver shall modify, remove, de-activate, or otherwise tarnper with the

-

vehicle safety belts, emission control device, or any part of the vehicle which
affects its operation.

3. During periods of inclement weather when police vehicles cannot be washed
regularly, the driver must assure that headl; ght and taillight lenses are kept clean.
insofar as circumsiances permit.

. No officer or employee shall operate any police vehicle which he beljeves to
be unsafe, unless ordered to do s0 by a supervisor.



5. The driver shall exercise careful observation of surrounding conditions before
turning or backing any vehicle.
6. The driver must recognize the variable factors of weather, road surface

_ conditions, road contour, and traffic congestion, all of which directly affect the
safe operation of any motor vehicle, and shall govern the operation of the vehicle
in accordance with these factors.
7. The nature of certain crimes in progress may call for the use of the siren to be
discontinued upon close approach to the location of the occurrence, and although
such action is permitted by authority of this order, police vehicle operations under
these conditions require extreme caution and compliance with all Maine Motor
Vehicle Codes. ' :
8. Emergency driving to the scane of a police incident is permissible ONLY
when there is a high probability that a true emergency coniinues 1o exist.
9. Upon approaching a controlled intersection or other location where there is
great possibility of collision, the driver who is responding under emergency
conditions shall reduce the spezd of his vehicle and control it to avoid collision
with another vehicle or pedestrian, stopping completely, if necessarv, before
entering and traversing the intersection. When faced with a red traffic signal, the
officer shall stop his vehicle and assure by careful observation that the wav is
clear before procesding through the intersection.
10. At the scene of a crime, a motor vehicle crash, or other police incident, a
police vehicle shall be parked in such a manner so as to protect the scene vet
minimize obstacles or hazards to other wraffic. The emergency lights and four-
way flashing lights should always be used to wam other drivers approaching the
location.
1'1. Operators of police vehicies mus: bear in mind that traffic regulations
requiring other vehicles to yield the right of way (0 any emergency vehicle do not
relieve the emergency vehicle operator from the duty to drive with due regard for
the safety of all persons using the highways.
12. In case of pursuit, should the violator enier a one-way street against the flow
of traffic, or enter a major highway or interstate fresway by proceeding zlong an
exit ramp, the pursuing officer should not follow the violator but instead transmir
via radio detailed observations about the suspect vehicle's location. speed, and
direction of travel.

V. PROCEDURES FOR EMERGENCY DRIVING:

A. General;

: l. No fixed rule can apply to every circumstance that may arise governing
emergency driving. The department, however, imposes on the officer the duty
drive with due regard for the safety of all persomns.

2. Recognizing that protection of human life is paramount, the responding officer
must remember that his objective is to get to the location of the occurrence as
soon as possible--safely--without danger to oneself or to others.



B. Officer's response to call

1. Upon arrival at the scene of a call, the responding officer should rapidly

(“) O _ evaluate the situation and determine whether additional units are still

needed or whether other units responding using emergency lights and-siren
can be slowed or cancelled. =

2. All units responding 1o robbery and burglary in-progress calls, before
coming within hearing distance, shall discontinue the use of the siren and
at that time fully comply with all the traffic laws. Before coming within
sight of the location, officers shall discontinue the use of the emergency
warning lights. '

3. In situations requiring silent response, €.g., alarm response, prowler

calls, officers will respond as rapidly as possible, obeying all traffic laws
and signs. e

C. Officer-initiated e ) .
1. When, in the opinion of the officer, an emergency is imminent or exists, or that
activation of emergency waming devices is necessary to protect life or render the

necessary police service, the department authorizes an emergency response.
Examples include but are not limited to the following:

i o £t

mu"w pRtimaa 5 ok mmw%ﬁ;‘w:m:wmtw e
néident where HETiREE uSebr emergency ighss Ty
S ST T

e e LR e e e T T
e ﬁtgw e @égtﬁ Wﬁg&fﬂ:ﬂe@gﬁs oflife (such. seenes
s D e e s SR
« fies accidentsordisastersy. s 0 e
i R fﬁ?«fﬁ;ﬁiiéﬂfﬂ-f”@n ah‘!‘x*ﬁfﬁﬁiﬁi“, “ﬁﬁ“ﬁ}% e e
R snaioienalio an S e e
1olatonszar oy argg}etp : Qﬁjm%%q,%-- c‘.::gw_f’*‘*,;sw.w3
e S e e L e s T
~ call where the officer has pre: OUS. 0T
e e B e
therars _atcyher-,eknam;t - would:ha'

st i e e
Jasusing emergency Hehts an

Bk

VL. . PROCEDURES FOR PURSUITS:

A. In addition to the guidance provided by the Maine Chief's policy, the following
departmental policies and procedures apply to pursuits,
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3. Intersections are a particular source of danger. Officers, when approaching an
intersection where signal lights or stop signs control the flow of traffic. should:
2. Decelerate and be Prepared 10 apply the brakes.

b. Enter the intersection only when safe, all cross vehicles are aware of
the officer's presence, and ar a reduced speed.

¢. Resume pursuit speed only when safe. When using emergency light,
siren and headlamps, the officer is requesting the right of way and DOES
NOT ABSOLUTELY HAVE the right to run a red traffic light or stop
sign.
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